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THE | 
Seaman's Opinion 
OF A 


Standing Army, 8c. 


SIR, 


Have read with no ſmall conſideration, the Arguments 

| for and againſt a Standing Army, ſo warmly argued on 
3. both ſides; one making of falſe Weights and Meaſures, 
and allowing nothing to be true Weight chat is nor 
weigh'd at the Court-Beam ; while the others lay their Rea= 
ſons and Arguments in the Peoples Scale, and weigh the 
common Intereſt and our Conſtitution againſt the Court- 
Projets. I muſt confels, the latter are much in the righr 
for Laws were made for the general Good of all the Subjects, 
and are by no means to be altered to the prejudice of the Peo- 
ple: The Engliſh Conſtitucion has no reſpect to thoſe future 
Contingences and Emergences which may happen to crowned 
Heads. Our Fore-fathers thought thoſe Laws which were of 
Force and \'irtue enough to keep them in the poſſeſſion of 
their Eſtates, equally powerful to ſecure the Regalities of the 
Crown to the King, and would be alike advantageous to their 
A 2 Poſte. 
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Poſterityz and 1 know no Reaſon why we ſhould be of ano- 
ther Opinion. | 


The main Reaſon the Court-party offers for a Standing 
Army, is the entire-Confidence we may repoſe in the King, on 
the account of the heroick. Virtues inherent in him, and his 
firm and ſincere Intentions to the preſervation of the Nation, 
and the Rights of the Subje& ; fo that if the People of Erg- 
land do not truſt the King with their Lives, Liberties and Eſtates, 
they would infinuate as if they did miſtruſt him. I may know 
my Neighbour to be a very honeſt Man, and yet have no oc- 
caſion to truſt him with the Deeds of my Eſtate, my Money 
or Goods: nor need tlie People exchange 7agna Charta for 
the King's Letters Patents for their Liberties durante benepla- 
citoz for ſo it muſt be when he is arm'd with Force at any 
time to take it away. I have as- much, nay a greater Eſteem 
for the Royal and Ptincely Virtues of his Majeſty, than 
any Courtier -of them all; and though I could truſt the 
King with a great deal, yet I ſhould not care to cruſt them 
with a little. A Government (ſettled by the People of Eng- 
land ought to be maintained by them 3 and without doubt 
the People will maintain a King in thoſe Rights and Pre- 
rogatives they have granted and confirmed to him, other- 
wiſe it will be a- Reflection which hitherto has not hap- 
pened upon them. But to maintain a Government upon any 
other Principles, than ſuch on which it is ſounded, is ridiculous. 
The Superſtructure ought to be conform.co the Foundation, 
the Building otherwiſe 1s irregular and inartificial z and for the 
People to undermine the Foundation of their Liberties, and 
raze it to the ground, only to build a Pyramid of Honour, or 
2 Triumphal Arch for a Prince, is downright Nonſenſe. A 
Government ought to be-ſupported 3 but it muſt be confider'd 
withal how it deviated from its Inſtitution: when we know 
what a Government is, we can quick]y find fir Props to ſup- 
yort it, and fit Force to defend it. *Tis pity there ſhould 
be a diſtintion berwixt the King, 2nd ihe Government, 
which yet mult be allowed when the Con: tiers call rhemfelyes 


the Government : As a certain Perior was commit 
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the Cuſtody of a Meſſenger by the Secretary's Warrant, for 
publiſhing and diſperſing a ſeditions and ſcandalous Libel again(# 
His Majeſty and Government ; whenas 1t only contain'd Matter of 
Fa againſt ſome Commiſſioners. Well then, theſe Com- 
miſſioners are the Government ; and I am of opinion if it be 
thus, that 'tis not worth our while to keep up twenty thouſand 
Men -to. ſupport it. Setting themſelves thus up, they leſſen 
the King and. his Prerogative ; as it the King had the Legiſla- 
tive, and they the governing Power. Evil Miniſters and 
Officers have in all Times prov'd prejudicial to the Prince 
that employ'd them; for they acting after an illegal and arbi- 
trary manner in their ſeveral Stations, cauſe ſuſpicion that 
the Prince by whom they are commiſſtonated, will, when 
enabled with Force, do the like or worſe : and tho ill Mi- 
niſters and Officers may a& illegally, and after- an arbitrary 
manner, without the Knowledg, nay contrary to the Conſent 
and Approbation of the Prince; yet all their Actions tend to 
the weakning of his Government, and to create Jealonuttes in 
his People. Men judg . of the Fountain by the Purity or Im- 
purity of the Streams; and Juſtice being deny'd or delay'd 
by Officers and Miniſters, they preſently look back to the 
Original Contra&t and Coronation Oath, with a great deal of 
Doubt and Heſfitation. Ir was a noble and glorious Saying 
of our great and renowned Prince Eaw. 3. when he hang'd 
bis Chief Juſtice Thorp, of the- King' Bench, for taking a Bribe - 
of 1001, That he being intruſted as the King's Deputy to admi- 
niſter 7fuſtice in that Court, had as much as in him lay broken that 
Sulemn Oath that his Majeſty made -to his People at his Coronation. 
Inſtead of a Land Force to defend Evil Miniſters,this wiſe Prince 
procur'd a Halter to hang them. If Men in great Offices have 
been guilty of enormous Crimes, nave laviſhly ſpent and 
{quander'd away Parliamentary Funds rais'd- for the Secu- 
rity of the Nation, muſt the People of Erg/axd make a renc 
in their Conſtitution, and raiſe and pay "Twenty . thouſand 
Men to maintain them in. their vicious Practices, -and ſecure - 
them from the Violence and Iufules of the common People ? 
They are grown already to fuch a height, that there is no 
way of calling them to an Account. It an inferiour Board 

commit : 
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commit a Crime, rob, embezel, plunder the Nation, and en: 
rich themſelves with the Pablick Spoils of the Kingdom 5 and 
2 Complaint be made to the Lords of the T—ry, they re- 
fer it (after the Complainer has a long time attended) to the 
Board complained again{t : after a long attendance (five or fix 
Months I have known it) a Report is made 3 the T-—-ry 
acquieſces with the Report, and the Complainer is fruſtrated 
of his honeſt Intentions. It is a Law amongſt 'em never to 
hear the Complaint of an Interiour Ofhcer againſt a Supe- 
riour 3 as one of the Commiſſioners of the Ex—ſe told 
2 certain Perſon, that there was a ſecret Reſolution taken 
up by all the Commiſſioners in the Kingdom, that if an In- 
feriour Officer complain'd of Miſmanagement, they would 
repreſent him either as a Fool or a Knave, or elſe make 
him ſo uneaſy that he thould be torc'd to quit his Employ- 
ment : and this appears to be true, for molt, if not all che Ofi- 
cers that have complain'd of Miſmanagements, have been 
diſcharg'd for ſo doing. How then hall theſe Men be pu- 
niſhed ? 'Why- the laſt Reſort you know is a Parliament ; 
and if you read over the Liſt, you will ſoon find how man 

Courtiers were there, Judges of their own Caufe, and Auditors 
of their own Accounts. $S0 that, Sir, I think you aſhoar are 
in a fine pickle, if ever theſe Men get a Standing Army to 
ſupport their Milmanagements by point of Sword, and the 
powerful Arguments of Pike and Gun : For our Controverſy 
is not about truſting the King with a Standing *Army, we 
pay Him all the Deference imaginable z but we are loth ro 
be at the charge of guarding of thoſe that have not regarded 
the Publick Good, nor thoſe worthy Gentlemen that ven- 
tur'd their Lives to bring the King to the Throne, and to 
promote them .to Offices of Truit and the greateſt Profir. 
Their reſtlels Endeavours to gain this Point of a Standing 
Army, have other meanings in them than the ſpecious Pre- 
rence of Publick Safety. When the Fox preaches, beware 
the Geeſe; there is ſome Fetch or other, ſome Snake or 
other in the Grals, that will not wriggle it ſelf into view, 
but under the Umbrage of a Land Force. You mult bear, 


Sir, with my bomely Compariſons, as well as with my in- 


difterent 
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different Language z we Tars don't pretend to polite Learn- 
ing, and finery of Speech. Bur to illuſtrate my Diſcourſe, I 
muſt tell you, that the laſt Voyage I made was to New- England, 
the Commander of the Ship I faild in was a Man of Virtue 
and Probity, very skilful in Navigation, and one that had a 
due regard to the Profit and Advantage of his Owners. But 
the Mate, Boatſwain, Gunner, and other Officers, were men 
of vicious Principles, and work'd fo far upon the good Nature 
of the Captain, that they got entire poſſeſſion of him, to 
the no (mall loſs of the Merchants, | and the trouble of all 
the honeſt Sailors aboard. When we came to New England, 
and had taken in our Loading, being homeward bound, they 
perſwaded him to take more Men, more Forces aboard, un- 
der pretence of Advice they had received from England of 
ſome Tarki/þ Men of War that lay in the Chaps of the Eng- 
liſh Channel. The poor Captain believ'd a neceſſity upon 
ſuch plauſible pretences of augmenting his Forces, being un» 
willing co have his Ship pirated from him : The Forces were 
raiſing apace, when it was diſcover'd that thele Fellows had 
a detign to run away with the Ship 3 ſo that had their Deſign 
taken effect, the good natur'd Captain had been thrown over- 
board, and I had now been among the Madagaſcar Pirates. Ill 
Men contrive all ways, firſt to raiſe themſelves by Villany, 
and then to ſupport themſelves in it. The ſame Effet your 
Land-Force may have upon youz Your Captain I know is a 
good Commander, of Principle and Addrels, and [ verily be- 
lieve defigns you no harm : but his under Officers, if they de- 
fign'd you any good, would have done it before this time. 
Beſides, if you have a mind to keep your King, keep him 
from a Standing Army : King 7ames had been here ſtil], had 
it not been for his Standing Army, an Army model'd by the 
Vipers which lay in his boſom for that very purpoſe. - I like 
the EfleRs of that Deſign fo well, that I deſire no more of char 
nature: We have a Government founded upon good Princt- - 
ples; a Revolution of which every ſtep has been attended by | 
Divine Providence ; a King, who governs according to the 
Rules of Juſtice at home, and is the Head and Leader of our 


Armies abroad, to his own immortal Honour, and the _ | 
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and Welfare of his People ; and every good Engliſhman and 
Chriſtian ought ro bleſs God for ir. But Revolutions in 2 
Nation are like Fevers in the Body natural, which advancing 
too often, prey upon the Vitals to the deſtruction of the 
whole Compeſiram ;, and tho we have lately known it did, yet 
they ſeldom happen without damage either to the Royal Pre- 
rogative, or the Franchiſes of the People, both which ought 
to be kept inviolable 3 and fince they are fo at preſent, I know 
no reaſon why we ſhould put either in danger forthe future. 
An Engliſh King, and an Engliſh People, ſute well together ; 
and fince we are bleſt with both, we have no reaſon to pro- 
mote new Whimſeys in the head of one, to create Jealouſies 
in the other. The Notion of an Invaſion from the Man abroad 
is not ſo much a Propoſition of - Horror, as the Notion of our 
Liberties being invaded at home ; and we are in more danger 
of thoſe Horle-leaches of Government that fill themſelves 
from the Veins of theState, then from Foreign Troops. Money 
is the Sinews of War; but the Sinews once weakned, the 
Body is in a tottering Condition. A Standing Army mult be 
fed, and when once without Pay, mult live upon free quar- 
ters for there is no reaſon that Men rais'd for the ſervice of 
their Country, ſhould ſtarve in ir. I would: fain know what 
cheſe Men would do with a Standing Army, unleſs (as before) 
ro guard them from the Violence of the Mob. Where ſhould 
they encamp, to be in a readineſs to oppoſe an Invaſion > 
Had they as many Armies as there are landing-places in Eng- 
land, we might have ſome Security. Few of-theſe Men that 
ealk of Standing Armies, have had the Courage to go abroad 
to the Warsz but now perhaps tor their Diverſion, at the 
expence of the Kingdom, they are willing to ſee Namar taken 
at Vindſor, or a Butterfly Camp at Howunſlow-Heath, where the 
Forces muſt attend the Motions of the Man abroad : 


Where the Knights Errant lie with Legs acroſs, 
Expefting what muſt never come to paſs, | 


The Sky falling to the utter deſtruction 'of the whole Species 
of Larksz French Invaders in Fleets of flying Wheelbarrows, 


and 
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'and abundance of ſuch odd Chimera's; if not worſe, How 


will they model this Army ? as they have done the Civil Ot- 
fices ? Will they fall Commiſſions with rancour*d Tories, con- 
firm'd Jacobites, and Non-Jurors ? Shall Men of Worth, Me- 
rit and Aﬀection to the Government, be as ſcarce in this Army 
as they are in the Cuſtoms and Navy ? God forbid ! How 
many years Purchaſe muſt a Commiſſion be fold for; and 
where will be the place of Sale, and who the Broker, now Sir 
Fleet is dead? Few of the King's, and their Country's Friends, 
have got Money to buy ; muſt they be ſold to thoſe that got 
Pardon-money in the late Reigns of thoſe that are ſtarving ſince 
this Revolution ? Well, there may be a formidable Invaſion, 
and the Nation in a great deal ot Danger thereupon. The 
whole Strength of the Nation is notable to withſtand it, and 
yet the Party pretend that Twenty thouſand Men our of that 
Strength ſhall do itz that is as much as to fay, ſeven Millions 
of Men are not able to withſtand an Invaſhon, but Twenty 
thouſand of the ſeven Millions arez the Aireor is of greater 
force, power and virtue than the Major : if the Folk in power 
fay ſo, 'tis true enough 3 better a Nation. be ruined, enflav'd, 
or any thing elſe, than they be thought to err in Judgment, 
or miſs their Ends. But ſuppoſe the worſt, that a French 
Army ſhould land ; why then if we han't a Standing Army, 
the great Places at White-Hall will be in a tottering condition : 
but {uppoſe they don't land, and we have a Standing Army in 
expectation of it; why then the great Folk at #hirte-Hall are 
all the time fingering the Money raiſed to pay them, not to 
their diſadvantage to be ſure. Tis no matter whether we 
are invaded or no, as long as their Trade goes torward. Now 
tho your Earthquakes don't diſturb the Element I ſojourn 
on, yet I may give my Opinion concerning your Afﬀairs as 
well as ſome of you have as .to the Management of the 
Fleet, that know no other difference betwixt Salt Water and 
Freſh than by the Taſte. I remember I was at an Anchor in 
Staudland- Bay, when there was juſt ſuch another Invaſigg.ja the 
Iſle of Perbeck, as your Folk expe&t. If there was then any 
Standing Army, they were guarding the Royal Ducks in 
St. 7ames's Park, or aanatte: Tex autelnk but I am ſure they 

were 
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were not there, Now without any Royal Mandate, Com- 
miſſion, or any Order from above. the bola Pritiaas em- 
bled in a hoſtile manner, with all the Weapons of Defence 
the Country could afford ; and without any Ceremony 
march'd to the Place of Janding: The Rumour of the French 
Numbers was Ten thouſand, and in 48 hows there were a 
Hundred thouſand in Arms in Por7erftire, and the adjoining 
Counties, who came down time enough to the Sea ſide to 
engage the Invaders. I briieve it thei? Hodmandods, Raw- 
heads and Bloody-bones, with which the Childrea of Z»z- 
lard are now ſcar'd, ſhould appear, we (hall be in a good 
poſture of defence, without Twenty thouſand Red Coats, 
which are mcre terrifying than an Invaſion. 


Now theſe Bugbears and Scarecrows, this Viſionary In- 
vaſion that haunts the Ruins of ?zire-Hall, being remov'd 
out of ſight, let us recover our Senſes, and (can the point, 
whether the Militia regulated and diſcipli?d may not be as 
powerful to withſtand an Invaſion, as Twenty thouſand: of 
that Militia (for every one capable of bearing Arms belongs 
ro it) liſted and entered into Pay. But they fay the Militia 
is not diſciplin'd ; whoſe Fault is that? Was it not in their 
power that contend for a Standing Army, to have diſciplin'd 
the Militia ' ſince the Controverſy in the Houſe of Commons 
laſt Seffions about ir? 1t rhe Officers of the Militia can't 
be truſted, *ris the faulr of thoſe that made 'em Officers. 
A Negligence in this Point, and trumping up a Standing 
Army at the ſame time, looks as if their Army were to do 
jome buſineſs the Militia will not do; for it is evident the 
Militia can do more than twenty times the Forces they de- 
fire, when neceſſity ſhall require it. Befides, Twenty thou- 
fand Men diſpers'd are no Aimy ; their being in a body makes 
them one, but a body can be only in one place at a time. We 
have abundance of Landing-places, and our Army can be buc 
at one of them, and I know already the Invaders wor; land 
there. Now on the other hand, they can land no where in 
Englana, but the Militia will be at the place, enough of them 
to make a ſtand ti]! the reſt come up; fo that if welhada 


Standing 
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Standing Army, the greateſt uſe of them at that Junure 
would be to come in for the Plunder of the field. I might 
2dd more on this head, were it not vanity to urge Reaſons 
ro juſtify a thing that is beyond diſpute. But the Authors 
for an Army, like Mr. Bays in the Rehearſal, are reſolved to 
preſent che World with ſomething very ridiculous, and have 
not yet determined the point whether the two Kings of Brent- 
te” (hall head their Standing Army with both Boots on, or one 
oft. 


As I dowt know the deſigns, fo I am ignorant of the 
Conſequences of what theſe Men make (ſuch a buſtle about ; 
but it tends to create a Miſtruſt in the King of his beſt $ub- 
jets, and tells him plainly he cannot be {ſecure in his Throne, 
and enjoy his Prerogative, without making an Alteration in 
our Conſtitution 3 and that the People's Liberty, and the Re- 
galities of the Crown cannot be ſafe at the ſame time. Now, 
if I ould aver, that our Conſtitution muſt of neceflity tumble 
down, if a Branch of the King's Prerogative were not lopt off* 
ro make a prop to ſupport it, I ſuppoſe the Secretary of 
State would eſteem it a State Crime, and I ſhould be vifited 
with the plague of a Meſlenger 5 when at the ſame time theſe 
Authors raiſe Bulwarks, and plant thetr Cannons upon them to 
batter down our Conſtitu:ion, break down the Fences of our 
Liberty, . and deſtroy thoſe Privileges which have immemori- 
ally. been the Rights of our Anceſtors ; and all this conniv'd ar, 
if not encouraged. Have the Libertics. of the People no 
Guird ns? Are there none to proſecute ſuch Offendors in 
rhe name of che Good People of England ? Where is the 
Tuſtice, Glory, and Honour of our Anceſtors ? Are all their 
glorious Marks obliterated in their Poſterity ? Are the ends: 
of the World come upon us, that we are willing to fee an 
end of our Liberty? Are our Rights leſs valuable, our Laws 
of leſs farce than formerly? Are we ignominioufly willing co 
vive away what our Fore-tathers left us at the expence of their 
Blood 2 God forbid that the Children unborn ſhould curſe us 
2s Cruel Step-fathers that have difinherited them of their Birth- 
right, Will nor ſucceeding Generations think, that Fan wr 
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erayed our Children in parting with them? Will not the Ro- 
man Honour and Gallantry, which inſpired Heathens newly 
acquainted with Laws and Principles ot Government, riſe up 
in Judgment againſt us, when we prove treacherous Deſerters 
of our Liberties, and yaiſe and pay Twenty thouſand Men to 
take poſi: fhon of our Freehold? Are not thote who ſurren- 
der'd Charters, gave away their Birch-right, and betray'd the 
Liberties of their Country in the late Reigns, juſtly branded 
with the marks of Infamy, and their Memories handed down 
to Poſterity as ignominious and ſcandalous ? And ſhall we. 
who have ſpent ſo many Milliens to undo what they did, and 
retrieve our ſinking State from utter Ruin, tread in their ſteps. 
a& the ſame Tragedy, and play over the ſame Game > Was 
2 Standing Army but a few years 2go, accounted a Grie- 
vance, and now become a thing deſirable ? Is ir not at- 
tended with the ſame danger, or are we grown leſs ſenſible of 
it > Are we in the ſame condition with thoſe that aretronbled 
with the French Diſeaſe, of whom ir is ſaid, when once cured 


they are more defirous to commit the Sin again ? Are we clapt 


in our Underſtandings, that we are willing to return into the 
ſame languiſhing Condition, of which we are fo lately reco- 
vered, and have pay'd ſo dear for the Cure? Let the Pleaders 
for a Standing Army conſider, how much a Standing Army 
was accounted a Grievance in the late Reigns, and how much it 
tended to the deſtruction of the King that rais'd it, and they 
may eſteem their deſigns impracticable ; for it can be no othet 
than a Reflection upon the Wiſdom of the Engliſh Nation, 
voluntarily to give one King what they forc'd from another, 
to ſecure themſelves in the peaceable poſlefſion of their Eſtates : 
and no wiſe Man can imagine, tvat in a Government founded 
on good and wholeſom Laws, a thing that turn'd one King out 
of the Throne, ſhould keep another in it. If you have the 
ſame People to manage this Standing Army, that managed the 
late K. James's, you have the ſame People to oppoſe this Standing 
Army as oppos'd the other; and in all likelihood you'l be brought 
into the ſame Diſorder and Confuſion: wheretfore I think, all 
things conſidered, you had better be withour it. 


Thus 
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Thus far, Sir, I have ventur'd out of my Element, to give 
you my Sentiments of Afﬀeairs aſhoar 3 now ſuffer me to ſtep 
aboard my Ship, -and give an Account of another Security to 
our Kingdom lirtle heeded or talk*d of, I mean our Shipping. 
It is ſuppoſed theſe horrible Invaders will not fly over the Seas 
in the Air, nor will they ſhove themſelves over in leaden Boats 
under Water 3 they are compounded of Fleſh, Blood and 
Bones, contrary to the nature of Spirits; they are viſible and 
cangible Subſtances : therefore let us conſider how we Sailors 
may handle them 3 for it is a demonſtrable Argument, if we can 
drown or burn them at Sea, you'l have no occaſion of a Land 
Army to knock %em oth' head aſhoar. By your inſiſting fo 
much upon a Land Force as neceſfary to withſtand an Inyaſton, 
you ſeem to yield up the Empire and Dominion of the Sea, 
which I am very unwilling to grant, knowing the Engliſh have 
no Rivals in that Afﬀair, nor no Nation capable of taking poſ- 
ſeſſion of that Dominion. If we could beat an Enemy at /: 
Hegue, and burn fourteen of their three Deck Ships at one time, 
By might have quite ruin'd them at Sea then, had it not been 
for the wonderful good Nature of you know who ; I ſay, if 
2 could do what they have not yet been able to recruir, nor 
perhavs never will unleſs we fell 'em Timber to build more 
Ships 3 it they have loſt their Ships, and we have augmented 
ours by a far greater number than they have loſt, I hope we 
are not now leſs able to fight an Invader. I ſuppoſe the Diſ- 
embarkment of the Prince of Orange was carried on with as 
much ſecreſy as an Invaſiot: wil! be, yer we know how long it 
was talk'd of, and how long expected before it -ame. Con- 
ſider in the next place, how many Ships an Invader maſt have to 
bring over Men enow to conquer this Kingdom, Novy if fix 
or ſeven hundreq wp were requiſite to bring over at moſt 
but fourteen thouſand {ive hundred Men, how many will be 
neceſlary tro make an Invaſion upon Ezg/ard in order to con- 
quer it ? Their nurbers muſt be :auch greater, chey come 
without lezve and undeſired ; and Invaders let *em be of what 
Country ſoever, or of what Religion foever; are hated by 
Engliſhmen. The Prince of » gta Deſcent upon England was 

no 
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no Invaſion but an Invitation, and his Acceſſion to the Throne 
no Conqueſt (whatever two or three inſignificant Prieſts have 
wrote) but the free Gift and Benevolence of the good People 
of England. Yet notwithſtanding all Parties were agreed in 
this Revolution, how many Accidents happen'd 2 How often 
was the Fleet detain'd by contrary Winds ? and when at Sea, 
forc'd to ſteer a Channel Courſe, and in a Line too, which 
made *em ſeen by both Shores. But this Invading Fleet that 
muſt have at leaſt ten times the number of Men, and conſe- 
quently of Shipping, are to come over undiſcover'd. From 
what Place will they come 2 Why this is the main point ; the 
honeſt Men in Offices tell of an Invaſion, and it is to be done 
by ſomebody, that they will not dare name for fear of being 
Gazetted, and ordered to. be proſecuted, as Dich Baldwin was 
for reflecting upon ſome great Perſon at the French Court : 
They had better run the hazard of Proſecution, and tell the 
truth 3 the Proſecution may be bought off, Mr. 3aldwin gave 
but eight Guinea's to Harry B and three to his Brother 
N—— and the Proſecution was at an end. But this Invaſion 
can't be brib'd off, the Invaders will not ſtay for Gratuities, all 
is their own when they have conquer'd, and into this Condition 
we may be brought, becauſe our Standing Army- men are mealy 
moutly'd, and won't ſpeak out. An Invaſtion may well be a 
Propoſition of Horror to them, when the very Invaders and 
the Country they come from, cramps their Tongues, and 
frightens them ſpeechleſs, ſo that Twenty thouſand Men and 
nothing elſe, can bring them again to their Senſes. If they would 
tell us the Country they'l come from, I could give you my 
Opinion in the matter 3 if I knew their Country, I ſhould know 
their Ports, and what Conveniencies they have for ſhipping 
their Men 3 but I'm ſure they have no Conveniency of landing 
them in Eng/and unleſs we pleaſe: All we can learn from them 
is, that *tis the fan abroad, and abundance of Men there are 
abroad, and which of em 'tis we can't tell z this an» may be 


{ſomebody or nobody, or anybody or everybody, fince he has 


no name. He may be the Man in the Moon for ought we 
know, and then we are in a fine condition; his is a Country we 


know nothing of, nor what kind of People he will bring with 


him, 
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him; nor what ſort of Weapons they uſe in Battel : He is cer- 
tainly an Enemy, becauſe he is no Friend, and a powerful Ene- 
my to03 lis Dominions are very arge, and for ought we knoxy 
very populous; and it he ſhould deſcend upon Saiisbry Plain 
with two or three hundred thouſand Mortals, why then the 
Cathedral Church there will be invaded by Men of a ſtrange 
Religion, that have not been educated to mumble the Prayers 
in »/wr> Sarum, and the beſt fake in; the Hedg of one of onr . 
Biſhops is quite loſt. The more I think of it, the more am I 
territy'd at the Apprehenſion of ſuch an Invaſion 3 what a hor- 
rid terrifying Spectacle will it be to ſee Men (nay for ought 
we know Monſters) deſcend like Hail upon our Country 
where our Ships can't come, -and nothing but Twenty thou- 
ſand regular Troops can oppoſe 2 How will our Women and 
Children be frighted, and our old Men aſtoniſhed at ſuch an 
Apparition, worſe than that at P#rbeck! Now I ſhould think it 
moſt proper, to prevent an Invaſion from this Country, to 
ſend an Ambaſſador thither : We have not given the Man, nor 
any of his SubjeRs,. any affront that I know of ; and a Truce 
or Peace is far better than War, as the Turks and Germans 
on both ſides affirm; and we have Men of Parts and Senfe 
enough in our Nation to (ſend on ſuch an Embaſſy : We know 
the ee is very high, yer we are provided with 'very 
high Flyers in our Government, that have mounted from 
Footboys, Journeymen and Valets, ro Commiffioners, and os .- 
ther great Officers ; one or two of theſe on this Embaſſy may 
put an end to our Fears, and render Twenty thoufand armed 
Men ulelefs: I could pick a Man or two out of our Officers 
fit. for this Embaſly, that have riſen with a wonderful Impu- 
dence at home, and will no doubt carry a good Stock abroad 
with them. Theſe hgh Flyers have. .one Conveniency--4n 
mounting above the reſt of Mankind, they have no'weight of 
Brains to retard their Flight upwards, andit there is avy Money 
in the World in- the Moon.,. they 1 load enough in their Pockets - 
to haſten their deſcent downwards. If they {ay my Invaſion is 
ridiculous, I ſay ſo of theirs, as alſo of Tweuty thouſand Men to 
withſtand it, and keep out a Force which all Eng/and beſide can't 


do. 
Well, 
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Well, it ſeems we muſt ſtill be in the dark abont this In- 
vaſion, the Army Authors won't tell us whence it will come, 
and yet tell us a diſmal Story of its coming 3 fo that we are 
left to bare ſuppoſition, which puts nothing at all into being, bur 
is the Foſter-father of Non-entities : We have ſuppos'd it from 
1bove the Clouds already, let us deſcend and view the Ter- 
reſtrial Globe, view the Coaſts of our Neighbours, and ſee 
from which of them all a Fleet of Ships can lanch forth into 
the deep, and paſs the Ocean with an Army without Ob- 
ſtruction from the Royal Navy : "Tis Nonſenſe to ſuppoſe this 
Invaſion to come from Holland, which {o lately aſliſted us with 
Forces in order to recover our loſt Liberties; thoſe that help'd 
knock our Fetters off, will not be for putting them on 
ſoon already. But ſuppoſe Helland had a deſign npon Eng- 
land, let us conſider how impracticable ſuch a deſign would 
be, whilſt Eng/and has ſo good a Fleet of Ships of War: Thoſe 
Auxiliary Forces they lent the good People of E-g/and upon the 
Revolution, met with abundance of Obſtacles and Difficulties 
in ſhipping the Horſes and Men, which kept the Enterprize 
ſo far back, that the very Regiments, the Names of the Co- 
lonels commanding thoſe Regiments, and an exat Account of 
the Number of the Men, Horſe and Foot, was printed in the 
Engliſh Gazette long before they ſaw the Coaſt of England; 
ſo that the Engliſh Nation had then as much time co prepare 
ro oppoſe them, had they been willing, as they had to pre- 
pare to receive them 3 Yolenti non fit injeria. The Revolution 
pleas'd the Nation, if the major part of the People may be 
call'd fo. But had theſe been Invaders, as they were the Anxi- 
liary Troops of the People of Fn2/a-4, entercain'd in their Ser- 
vice by their own Conſent ; the Fleec then under the Com- 
mand of the Earl of Dartmouth, and in a proper Station too, 
could eaſily have 9bſicucted tat Expedition : But the Sea- 
men were in a Caafederacy with the Landmen in the Intereſt 
of their Country, and I hope in God ever will be ; and it is 
not often the Engliſh Fleet has let_2n Armed Navy paſs through 
their Channel without one Broadhide. 
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We muſt imagine it not to. come from Frevce immediately 
after the Ratification of a ſolemn Peace, ſo honourable to the 
Engliſh Nation : But ſuppoſe Fraxce at any time ſhould have the 
Vanity to invade England, will not our Navy be ſufficient to 
put a ſtop to ſuch an Invaſion? The French Councils perhaps 
are as ſecret as any in the World, and tho vulgar Eyes cannot 
ry into the Cabinets of that Prince, yet his firſt and ſecond 
ate Men of War are eaſily diſcerned ; I hope they'l rig their 
Ships before they put them to Sea, they'l careen, and gun, and 
man them, and all this can't be done in a Chimney Cornet : 
Their Caulkers, Hammers, and Carpenters Adzes, will make 
ſome noiſe 3 we ſhall hear ſomething of it ſure. Conſider their 
Ports, and where their Ships are laid up, and you may eafily 
conclude they can't ſoon join upon ſuch a deſign : Breſt is the 
moſt commodious and molt frequented Port with Men of War, 
bur not capable of containing them all, and if it could,they can't 
enter the Ocean at once 3 and tis but very bad riding in Camaree 
Bay for ſome, till the reſt join them ;, ſome are laid up at /ar- 
ſeilles, Thoulon, Havre de Grace, Port Lewis, Rochfort, &&c, be- 
fides ſome at Dmnkirk,, trom which place they can't come out 
with their Guns on Board ; and while they are taking their 
Guns in, if we can annoy %em, we may have Intelligence of 
chem. Beſides, they muſt rendezvouz ſomewhere, and that 
Wind which brings one halt of the Fleet to the place of rendez- 
vouz, keeps the other half back ; ſo that it the Peace did not put 
us out of this danger, our Fleet would be a ſufficient Guard a- 


gainſt 1t. 


Spais is in a firm Alliance wich us, and had a good Belly-full 
of Invaſion in 88, which is not yet digeſted, and the Northern 
Crowns never madeany Preten(10ns of this nature; fo that I 
dare boldly affirm we are in no danger of an Invaſion from any 
known part of the World, and the Terra Incognita 1$ a long way 


oft. 


In the ſhort view I have taken of the Condition of our 
Neighbours, and. their ſtrength in Shipping, compar*d with the 
Naval Force and Maritime SEO: of England, I believe if aj 

of 
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of them ſhould intend an Invaſion upon England, they could not 
accompliſh it. For, as I have ſaid before, it cannot be done 
but we muſt have notice of it ; and while they are fitting out 
their Fleer we may do the ſame : our Fleet being out, and di- 
vided into Squadrons, appointed in proper Srations, would ea- 
fily intercept them 3 it will be eaſy enough known when they 
firſt pur to Sea, if we have a ſufficient namber of Advice Boats 
abroad under the Command of able and honeſt Sailors, and two 
of them ſtill in company: my Reiſon is, that as ſoon as they 
find the Enemy under ſail, the worſt Sailor of the two ſhould rake 
the advantage of the Wind, and the other ply to Windward to 
give the two neareſt Squadrons notice thereof, Now we'l ſup- 
poſe the worſt, that the Enemy ſhall have the advantage of a 
Liſt of the Stations of our Ships, as I have heard they formerly 
have had 3 why then their buſineſs is to ſail in a dire& Line be- 
twixt two of our Squadrons : for ſhould they ſail in a Line of 
Barrel, ſtretching Eaſt and Weſt; and keep their Tenders in the 
ſame Line, which they muſt do to guard them, this Line muſt 
be of an extravagant length ; the Prince of Orange's Fleet could 
not form their Half Moon ti!l paſt the Skirts of Dover. Thus in 
all probability each Wing of the invading Fleet will couch upon 
a Squadron of Engliſh Men of War ; and all that underſtand Sea 
fighting, will conclude this muſt needs be to the diſadvantage of 
the Invading Fleet. Suppole they fail in a ftrair 1 ine North 
and South, to prevent diſcovery by ſpreading too much room, 
their Tenders muſt be placed either in the Front or the Rear of 
their Fleet ; for their Ships of War muſt keep in a Body, and 
it is our buſineſs only to fall upon their Tenders and Tranſport 
Ships, and a few Men of War will ruin hundreds of ſuch Veſ- 
els in a ſhort time, being not ſcattered, but in a body : for they 
muſt keep together, and as much under the prote&ion of their 
Convoys as poflible; and ſhould their Convoys engage our Men 
of War, and their Tranſports at the ſame time keep on their 
Courſe, in all probability they'] fall in with our Relieving Squa- 
dron that comes to the others afliſtance, and then they are total- 
ly ruined 3 or if during the Engagement they lie by to ſee the 
Event of the Fight, they are in as much danger of che Relieving 
Squadron. Nor is it praRicable for the Tranſport Ships _—_ 
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the Engagement to ſail-to+ the place of Landing, for their Men 
muſt land under covert of their Cannon, otherwiſe the Country 
Folk would ſhoot 'em like Seagulls, as faſt as they land; They'l 
never find a Brixam Bulineſs of it; there's a wonderful difference 
betwixt Invaſion and Invitation, betwixt the Diſ1mbarkmenr 
of Auxiliary Troops, and an Army of Varlets and Cut-throats. 
If they ſhould be no better watch'd than the Thowlon and Pointi's 
Squadron, and to the Scandal. of the Engliſh Seamen, flip onr 
Ships of War, and arrive on our Coaſt, I queſtion neither the 
Courage nor Conduct of the People of E»g/and in giving them 
{ſuch a Reception as they deſerve. 


Now the Uſefulneſs of a Fleet, as the beſt Guard to England, 
is evident, not only from Reaſon, but from undoubted Hiſtory, 
and plain Matter of Fa& 3 many Inſtances whereof our Tars of- 
ten at Sea talk and boaſt of, many of which I could inſtance in, 
were I not too far gone already beyond the Limits of a Letter. 
But however 1 mult tack about again upon your Land Army 
Folk ; and to avoid all Animoſities, Quarrels and Heats, I ſhall 
not tell how much nor how little was done during this War by 
the Land Army in Flanders ; but ſhall only hint what might ra- 
tionally have been done by the Fleet under a good Management 
and Conduct. Of fo many Millions of Money that have been 
ſpent during this War in Land Forces, ſuppoſe ſome of that 
Money and thoſe Forces had been us'd on board the Navy, 
would not fifteen or twenty thouſand of them thus employ'd 
have done more Miſchief to the Enemy than fifty or threeſcore 
Thouſand in Flanders ? They might have landed in their Coun- 
try, their ſenſible part, which we have ſo gently couch'd; ſuch a 
Force would have been ſufficient to have ravag'd 1o or zo Miles 
round in their Country,. and when the Enemy had got ſufficient 
Force together to repel them, they might cen have marchd 
aboard again with their Plunder : and coaſting along their Coun- 
ery, in two or three days time have landed again a hundred 
Miles from the place they landed in before, and retired aboar 
as before, and praRis'd this Trade along their Coaſt from Eaſt 
to Welt; this would have been a tireſome Diverſion indeed : 


They would thus have had no time to ſow or reap, or Feels 
their 
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their Vineyards; this would have diverted their Armies abroad, 
perpetually harafs'd their Arrear-ban at home, kept cheir Pea- 
fanrs from their Employments, and fill'd *em with continual 
Fearsand Alarms. Being kept continually waking,it might haye 
alter'd the Temper of an imperious aſpiring Enemy; waking 
they ſay will tame a mad Hotſe, why not a mad Tyrant > Buc 
whether our Miſmanagements have been occaſion'd thro Igno- 
rance of the Managers, or throan evil Deſign againſt our Coun- 
try, is yer left to determine 3 but both are equally noxious to a 
Nation, and by continued Succeſſions of Grievances without re- 
dreſs, the moſt flouriſhing Kingdom, the moſt glorious Monarch, 
and moſt warlike People may at once be empoveriſh'd at home, 
and grow ſcandalous abroad ; for nothing conduces more to the 
Honour and Glory of a Nation than the good opinion foreign 
States and Governments have of their Management; they'l give re- 
ſpe& according to the Polity of their Government z if wiſe they'] 
court its Favour,it tooliſh they?! deſpiſe ic: Thoa Man be ftrong 
and rich, his Adverſary values ic not, knowing his blind ſide, and 
how to cully him out of his Birth-right. The management of our 
Maritime Afﬀeairs has been the common Subject of all Tongues, 
as it has been the common Grievance of the Nation ; and what 
makes i: the more reſented by thoſe that havepaid Money to the 
Managers, and been at the Charge of our Naval Force, is the 
mighty Advantage Eng/and has had over the Enemy in this point. 
Let us conſider the natural Advantage of our Dominions, the 
happy Situation of our Territories in order to annoy our Enemy : 
Let us (and that not withour ſhame) look into the Aqritair Sea, 
and behold there the I{lands of ferzey, Guernſey, 8c. in our poſleſ- 
ſion, juſt upon the Enemy*s Coaſt, provided with Harbors, con- 
venient Peers, fafe Roads for Ships to ride in ſecure of all Tem- 
peſts, overlooking the Enemy's Ships as they pals from St, Mat, 
Granvile,&c. and ar the ſame time to con(ider that they have been 
of no other advantage during the War than an accidental Shelter 
ro ſuch of our Ships as have touch'd there, is matter of 2amaze- 
ment as well as miſcarriage. In the time of che Civil Wars Sir 
Geo, Carteret was then Governor of the {land of ferzey in truſt 
for the Royal Family, and with about twelve or fourteen very 
{mall Frigots fo annoy'd Exgland, that the Government then in 
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being was forc'd to ſend a Fleet with conſiderable Forces to re- 
duce that Ifland. Had we been wanting of Shipping during the - 
War,the Caſe would havebeen alter d ; but had a ſmall! number 
of our Ships cruizd in that Station, the very Prizes they would 
have taken had been ſufficient ro have paid the charge of 
the Ships,provided the ſaid Prizes had not been converted to pri- 
vate uſes,and ſunk in Grants. I have often wonder'd the French 
during the War did not repoſfleſs themſelves of thoſe I{lands, 
notwithſtanding the ſincere Aﬀection of the Inhabitants co the 
preſent Government, their good Ditcipline and Native Courage : 
they. would certainly have made ſome Inſults upon thoſe Iflands, 
had they not reaped a grearer Advantage by them than the @01- 
ſeſſion of them would have amounted to; for from thence 
they were ſupply'd with Lead, Pitch, Tar. and other Neceſſirics 
of War, beſides a ſettled Intelligence of the Aﬀairs of Ez2l2nd, 
and all this done by the King's owa Officers. The Regilter of Cer- 
tificates in the Iſland of 7er/5 was complained again(t at Courr 
upon this account, and by his own Conteflion as well as by the 
Depoſitions of ſeveral Witneſſes, convicted thereot before the 
Council, and by the Council diſcharg'd tor the ſame. Bur ſuch 
is the Fate of il] Men in Offices, and that do diflervice to their 
Country, that ſoon after his diſcharge he was puniſhed with a 
Landwaiter's Place in the Port of Zondon, which Place he enjoys 
at this Juncure, as if the Prieſt of Cha»/ey his trairerous Corref- 
pondent had abſolv*d him from all his Sins, and mace him again 
reftius in Cnria at White-Hall, When there is a Concatenation of 
Villany in Publick Offices, one Link of the Chain muſt no: be 
broken 3 if ſo, it is a Chain no longer. But chis is a {mall Kincnels 
inhis Patron Sir ”.7. thus to advance the Brother,who has wo of 


' his Siſters to ſerve under him. Our Miſmanagements every bouy 


knows, and we have Complainers enow, but the Difhculty we 
labour under is to find out Puriſhers : We have had iutticenc 
Experience that. the puniſhing of Criminals with-good Offices 
and Employments,' has had an Effte& anſwerable to the Folly of 
the Project: to puniſh a Captain for giving away a 5th Rate tothe 
Enemy, with preferring him to a fourth Rate, will never do our 
buſineſs. If you officer your Ships cf War with &iz4y*s, and man 


them with Landmen, chriſtned 4 the name of Mareenetrs, you! 
make 
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make but an indifferent ſpot of work of it. And now I mention 
Mareeners, I would beg the favour of yev, Sir, to keep them at 
home, and fer *em Sentinels over che Farmers Cocks and Hens ; 
for they do us no other ſervice here than to eat up our Proviſt- 
ons,make us lowſy,and {tand in our way : Theſe amphibious Sol- 
diers, that live either on Land or Water, are- a Scandal to both, 
and ſerviceable on neither. We don t want Sailors now, and are 
willing to be freed from the Plagye of Land-Lubbersz'yet you 
ſee the Armyffolk are defirous of *em, any thing rather than 
loſe their points an Army they would have, tho it were of 
Tattgrdemalions, while the Credit, Reputation, and Uſefulneſs 
of rhe Engliſh Navy is ſunk, and overſet by a fort of Men that 
have a Neceflity for a Land Force, to the ruin of our Country, 
3nd the lois of our Birth-rights. 
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AN Argument ſhewing, that a Standing Army is inconſiſtent with 
> a Free Government, and abſolutely deſtrutive to the Conſti- 
tution of the Engliſh Monarchy. ' In 2 Parts. Price r s, 

A Letter from the Author of the Argument againſt a Standing Ar- 
my, to the Author of the Ballancing Letter. Price 3 4. 

Some Queries for the better underſtanding K. James's Liſt of 18000 
Iriſh Heroes publiſhed at the Savoy, in anſwer to what had bin, and 
what ſhould be writ againſt a Standing Army. Price 1 4. 

A Ditcourſe concerning Government with relation to Militias. 
Price 6 4. 

The Militia Reform'd, or an eaſy Scheme of farniſhing England 
with a conſtant Land Force, capable to prevent or to {ubdue hy 
Foreign Power, and to maintain perpetual Quiet at home, without 
endarigering the Publick Liberty. The 24 Edition, Price 1 5. 

A ſhort Hiſtory of Standing Armies in England. The 3d Edition. 
Price 6 4. | 

A Confutation of a late Pamphlet intituled, A Lettec ballancing the 
Neceſlity of keeping up a Land Force in times of Peace, with the 
Dangers that may follow on it.. Part I. The 24 Edition. Price 6 d. 
The Second Part, being a Vindication of Magra Charta, will be 
ſpeedily publiſh'd. 

A Letter to a Member of Parliament concerning Guards and Ga- 
rifons. - Price 2 4. 

A 24 Letter concerning the four Regiments commonly called Ma- 
reeners. Price 3 4. | 

The Seaman's Opinion of a Standing Army, in oppoſition to a 
Fleet at Sea as the beſt ſecurity of the Kingdom. In a Letter to a 
Merchant written by a Sailor. The 34 Edition. Price 6 4. 

Some further Conſiderations concerning a Standing Army. Pr. 3 4. 

The State of the Caſe, or the Caſe of the State. Price 1 4d. 


A Letter to his Majeſty King William, (hewing, I. The Original 
Foundation of the Engliſh Monarchy. II. Its Removal from that 
Foundation. . III. The Expedients us'd.to ſupport it fince that Re- 
moval. LV. Its preſent Conltitution as to ail its Integral Parts. 
V. The beſt Means by which its Grandure may be for ever ſupported. 
The 24 Edition enlarg'd. . Price 34. | 

A Letter to a Member of Parliament, ſhewing that a Reſtraint on 
the Prels is inconliſtent with the Proteitant Rehgion, and dangerous - 
to the Liberties of the Nation. Price 6 4. 
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